[IRON OVERLOAD: BETTER UNDERSTANDING, BETTER CARE].
Chronic iron overload, either of genetic (hemochromatoses) or acquired (transfusions) origin, leads to frequent disorders, affecting both the quality of life and life expectancy. Major recent advances in the knowledge of iron metabolism, together with advances in biology, imaging and drug design have already significantly improved the diagnostic and therapeutic approaches. These conceptual and technological ameliorations should, in the near future, continue to benefit the clinical management of iron overloaded patients.